AN INFALLIBLE 


SCHEME 


To pay the 


PUBLICK DEBT 


OF THIS = 
ATION 
In Six Months: 


8 Humbly offered to the Conſidera- 
tron of the bes P—4. 


* = 


As in a. +. Ship, by Ti * 5 

When all is yielded up for loft, 
When thro' the leaky Sides, the Sea 
25 Heſs, raging, burſts its Way, 

| Deſpair ſets ev'ry Head a thinking 

h How to preſerve the Ship from ſinking ; 

| Thus Men of each Degree and Station, 
Concur to An 4 ſinking Nation. 


Hudibras, 
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Frinted in the Year 1731. 
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| T HE great Diſtreſs of this unhappy 


AN IN FALLIBLR 


who have Power to redrefs it. 
Wr may obſerve thro the whole Nation, 
one uni verfal Complaint of the Decay of Trade; 


the Oppreſſion Landlords, and the Defici- 


ency of Money ; and yet I cannot find amo 
all the Schemes propoſed ra leflen theſe Evils, 


any one in particular, Which ſeems likely to ſuc- 
conn” ©: - 5 1 | 


Bur, What is ilt-an Addition to this ine la- 


cholly Proſpect of Affairs, is the unbounded 


Luxury and Extravagatice, both in Apparel and 
Entertainments, which Perſons of all Ranks and 


Degrees run into at prefent, tho in general we 


labour, under ſuch Hardſhips and Poverty: 
Wx are affected in a quite different Manhet 
from all the Nations upon Earth; for, with others, 
Wealth is the Mother of Luxury, but with us 
Poverty has the very fame Effe& : With others, 
Scartity is the Parent of Induſtry, but with us 
it is the Nurſe of aleneſt and Vice. _ 

| | | We 


Country, is too viſible to all, except thofe 


„ 


= WI labour to imitate our neighbouring King- 


doms in nothing but their Extravagance, Without 
having the ſame plentiful Aids of Commerce, or 
applying our {elves to the Study of Fair-dealing 


to maintain it. So that, in ſhort, by our own ill 


F 4 « | , 2 ws: O 1 5 
Management, wel are brought to ſo low an Ebb 
of Wealth and Credit, that bur Condition ſeems 


incapable of any Rellef. 


Bur, as I haye the Intereſt of this miſguided 


4 , 


People very much at Heart, I do not intend this 
Eſſay as a Detection of their , preſent Grigyan- 
ces, but as a Remedy againſt them, And for 
that Purpoſe, I have labour'd to find out ſuch a 
 Scbame. as will diſcharge our Puhlick Debt, with 


* 


ll poſſible Eaſe and Pleaſure to the Subject, and 


in jo ſhort a Time, that we may neither. complain 
of being oppreſſed with long - continu'd "Taxes, 
(as ſome unreaſonable People often preſume to 
do,) nor quite deſpair: of being once more in a 


thriving Condition. 


Let us confider what thoſe Vices are, which 


at preſent prevail moſt among us; and J believe. 
l they will be found Perjury, For- 
nication, Drunkenneſs, Swearing, Slander, Ini. 


* 


daelity, Fraud, Blaſpbemy, and many others; 
wound it not then be worthy of our Conſidera- 
tion, whether a moderate Tax upon every parti- 
cular Vice, inſtead of laying an additional Duty 
upon Wine, Hops, and other Commodities, wou'd 
not ſupply us with a ſufficient Sum in a very 
| 5 EE Mort 


2 2 wh 


: W 
ſhort Time? Such a Tax muſt uf Neceſſity 
yield a vaſt Revenue, and prove the moſt infalli- 
ble, ànd indeed“ the only Scheme for our Pro- 

tperity; if. it ſhall be age phoped” to be con- 
tinned. . 
Bur, bebte 1 proceell to Particulars; it may 
not be amiſs 10 premiſe, that tis Tax is- hot 
de ſigned for any one County or Province in this 
Kingdom, but to extend itſelf univerfally over 
the whole Nation; becauſe different Vices may 
flouriſh in different Counties, as different Plants 
in their different Soils ; as Perjury in one, Theft 
in another, Diff mulation and Flattery' in ano- 
cher, Rapine in another, and ſo of the Reſt: : 
However, J take Theft wp. be our your 21. 
Vater? © of JIQC-A1 2 

8 leaſt any Diſpues may hte arid cls 
bout the Nature of Perry, the Intention of the 
Aldi inichis Particular, r what Perfons are to be 

ſubjec to this Tax, T muſt: here alfo premiſe, 
that every Lye confirmed: b y an Oath, is undoub- 
tedly Perjury, whether before 4 Magiſſt rate, or 
behind a Counter. And, therefofe, 5 do not 
doubt, but the trading. Part of our People, will 
be great Beneta&ors to the Publick, in this par- 
ficular Article, as well as in many others. 

Tursn two Things being premis d, let us 

rn chat in this large Country, 5000 Perſons 
are guilty of this Infirmity each Day: Which 
r muſt be. allow'd very moderate, if 
We 


recolle&, thar this Number is not above a four 
hundredth Part of the Inhabitants of this King- 
dom, who are generally computed to amount to 
Two Milliaus. And if we further conſider, -what 
ſtrong Inducements our Natives have to practice 
ir, from its being often ſo exceedingly beneficial ; 
E the great Ule-1 of it in all 
Sorts of Traffick; = great Demands for ir in 


Lau -ſuits ; ; the great Advantage of it in Ele&i- 


ens, aud the eniable Profit of it in all Proſe- 
cutions, we ſhall think che Number of 5099 
{till more reaſonable. - 

Ler 2 chen ſuppoſe every one of this Num- 
ber to pen, d, only once every Day, (which 
is a very bo able Suppoſition) and ſubject on- 
| hy to : Sym e ho pence an each — — 
hic ps, procure either the 
Death of —— for his Friend, or 
2 Fore, = wow BA (all which are eſteemed 
very defifable) the Tax will be too inconfidera- 
* — 2 any one murmer, _ yield 

e gum of 125 J per towar 
our National Debt. ys * 

Bes1DExs, this Tax, the! very low, may in 
Reality be very profitable to Mankind; for At- 
zornies, Sollicitors, Ufurers, Butchers, and other 
honeſt Traders, will ſcarce think it anſwerable 
to the Expence of Time, to forſwear themſelves 
for any Profit from One Penny to Six Pence, in- 


r (as now . but will, at 12 
1 


= _ (7) _ 
for e eos to gi llc 
to 2 — che ax. 


ral — "TE 
' FORNICATION, as obs World is at ts 
wou d farniſh- the Publick with alarge Sum, even 
2 a very moderate Tax; for it is now made an 
Eſſential Part of che polite: Gentleman's Charae- 
ter, and he that: has preyail'd on the greateſt | 
Number, proportionably riſes. in Reputation. 5 
Lr us then compute, that in the ſeveral Parts 
of this Nation, 500 per Daß were liable to be 
taxed for chis — calm two Shilling O 
The Sum ariſing — the publick Ge d, 
will amount to +500 l Day, and in Sik 
* 1 to almoſt one hind of our National 


T xNow it may be hw e objeged; Thar ! e 
compured upon too {mall a Number, and chat I 
might juſtly account rather upon Twenty or 
Thirty Thoufand per Day, in the ſeveral Coun- 
ties of this Kingdom: But, the Town this Qb- 


jection to be very ſtrong, if we were — "2 


the Opportunities of Wakes, Patron-Days, 
mgking Seaſons, May-Days; Religious Þ; 2 
es to Holy Wills, Bals 7 and private, and 


many 


68 

many other commodious Scenes for that kind of 
Entertainment ; yet I would rather. chuſe to err 
on the fight Side! in too ſmall, than (00. great 2 


Domputation. 5 
IXNow the Popiſh Cler 10 . will, Ft: Wi :ixang 


Remonſtrances agiinſt this Tas; and plead, that 
it is defign'd to — them ; that all Nations of 
the Earth allow them a Toleration in this paxti- 
cular Point, as they are frail Maxcals, and :{worn 
to Celibacy; arid, what is {till worſe; that ſuch a 
Tax would be the moſt effectual Means to drain 
them of their whole Revenues; but as I would 


not have ſuch pious Perſons juſtly complain of 


the leaſt Rigour, 1 ſhall readily agree to their be- 
ing exempted. 

| DRUNKENNESS I wards only 1 tax at Six 
Pence, becauſe it might de prejudicial to his Ma- 


jeſty's Revenue, to dilcqurage it, and conſequent- - 


ly ſubjetk the Propoſer o Per nalties. 1 8 

L! us then !compute, "ng only "7 wemry 
Thouſand Perſons, (which is but one hundredth 
Part of the People in this Kingdom,) were daily 
liable to be tax d, the amqunt, Would bo Sook per 
Day: And bow extreamly moderate this Compu- 
tation is, may appear to any one Who conſiders, 
chat beſides the uſual Opportunities of Taverns 
and private Houſes, there ate Elections, Fairs, 


Mayor's Fraſts, Univerſity Treats, Corporution 


Dinners, Cbriſimas Reg alks, Weddings andChrift- 
uiugs, both 1 wn Town and Country, and he 
ther 


1 


ther irreſiſtible Inducements to this manly Vice, 


which would, perhaps, if nicely. Calcul: 
ly farniſh us with two Thirds more than our 
computed Number, and by that Mean; h 
conduce to the Public God. 

Bor, however, I would, by all Means, ex- 
empt all Country Fuftices of the Peace, .whe- 
ther Squires-or Parſons ;: becauſe it would be 
unſeemly to {ee ſuch honourable: and reverend 
Perſonages inſulted by meaner Officers, as Often 
as they might be diſcovered in ſuch a. Condi- 
fon. -1* + 
SWEARING — 15 2 4 a Be- 
nefir in this Caſe; becauſe, at preſent, it ſerves 
3 ſeaſon the Diſcourſe of all Ranks face e 
of Men. It is the al. In nt. 2 

Decoration of 'all — — 15 okes,. Cr £ Quar- 
vels, Love- Speeches, Di putec, Threats and 
Promiſes, and conſequent) y capable of. affording 
an incredible Revenue. 

However, let us ſuppoſe 49 thouſand per- 
ſons per Day, liable to the Tax of 6 Pence on- 
ly, for each Offence of this Kind; which, con- 
ſidering the great Number of Markets, Ceffec- 
Houſes, Shambles, Barracks and Gaming-Hou- 
ſes, in this Kingdom, is a very inconſiderable 
Number; yet even this Article will furniſh us 
with 1000 1. per Day, which would amount to 
near two Third of the Fablick Debt. 


Our 


(1) 


Gos Laws have amerſed each Offence in 
this way at one Shilli , ordering one half to 
the Informer, and the ot} or to the Poor, which 


in my humble Opinion, was very ill .concer- 
ted; * if the Lægiſlature did really intend that 


this Law ſhould be piinctually enforced, they 


oughr to haye divided the whole Muc hetween 

the Informer and the Mo the ce, without any re- 
gard 15 the Poor, and then, they might be aſ- 
ured, it would be vi igorouſly oy 

IA atready ä win that all military 


Perſons will expect an Exemption from Taxes on 
this Account; becauſe they Abele Precedents 
the Power of 


for many Generations, may all 
Cuſtom, the Decency and Comkneſs of it, 
when properly mingled with other Diſcourſe, or 
that the cenforious a World, would perhaps ſuſ⸗ 


pect, they knew nothiſig of God at all, if they 


did not ſometimes mention his Name; and ma- 
ny other Reaſons of equal Weight: But tho 
thefe Remonſtrances are very juſl 
— only Means by which our Standing Army 
poſſibly conduce tò the National Good, it 
will be hard to exempt them. 

Howevex, as the military Power TY in- 
fallibly be liable to this Tax in all its Branches, 
by which Means they might be utterly impove- 
riſh'd, I believe it may not be improper to al- 
low all Foor- Soldiers and Field- Officers, all young 


E ns, ſpruce Cornets, naval Captains, Cabin 


2 


yet as this is 


F 1 _—_ ww T5 


Leeks Lond AM fwd 


3 


uu ud warter-Mafters. 40 or 59 Oachs a 
Day, entirely free from any Lax or Penalty... . 
As for Slander, ſuppaſing only 20 Theufand 
per Day, taxed at 6 Pence 15 every Offence, 
this Article would daily afford the Publick (at 

the loweſt -reaſonable Computation) 5ool.. 
Ano, as this is a favoutite Talent, We might 
have ventur d to Tax it much higher; bur I 
would not ſeem to diſcourage {o.- charitable a 
Diſpoſition, eſpecially where ir may promote the 
Intereſt of my Country. 
As to the Ladies, I. have been always too 
great an Admirer of theirs, to deſire any reſtri- 
&ion ſhould be laid on their Pleaſure, either 
Private . * . — _ | 
them tax'd only hal as 2 
every little Error of che Kad; becauſe Mau- 
der, in Men, is a 'T unnarurt and ac. 
uired, atid generally) ractic d to ingratiate 
hemſelves with the oppaſite Sex; whereas this 
gentle Failing in Females, is innate, and impoſ- 
| fible to be refirein'd; which is a Caſe. that de- 

mands our utmoſt Compaſſior. 1 

ITHINE all Drawing- Rooms, Aſſumblies, md 
all Places of publick Reſort for Ladies, :ought to 
be exempt from any Penalty, becauſe it is ſo 
material a Part of the Diſcourſe and Amuſement 
of thoſe Places, that to Tax them for each Of- 
fence, would be in Effect, to enjoin them per- 
petual Silence; Which, if it were poſſible, would 
be 


8 


(12) 


be roo great a Misfortune, both to — 


and the World, to be exacted from them. 


IxNDELITVY and Blaſphemy. would'furniſh us 
with a Conſiderable Sum; and as they are not 
originally of our own Growth, but annually im- 


ported from neighbouring Kingdoms, they ought 
to be ſubject to ſome Duty, which in few Years 


would probably be a vaſt Addition to the pub- 
lick Revenue. | Yet as this 'Traffick is principal- 


ly carried on by young £awyers, and travelling 


Squires, any Attempt to tax it Would. certainly 


meet with too vigorous an Oppoſition. But on 


condition it might paſs into a Law, I would glad- 


ly exempt both'Lawyers of all Ages, Subaltern, 
and Field- Officers, young Heirs, nt la. 
ſters, Pick. porkets, and Players. 

Lzr us now only confider che ſeveral. Sums 
arifing from the Taxon our Vices, as we have 
before computed them, and the Juſtneſs. and 
Infallibiliry of this Scheme muſt _— demon- 
{trably. | 

The Publick Debt of this Nation 

ä 

r 

For ea, ies 125 J. 

Fornication ENT” Fool. [8 


| Drunkennefs - = = Fool. 88 
| Foro TT 835 | = 
| nn „ 0615 


Is. 


Total per Day 2625 l 


"2 300 00,000 * 


2 : * — p 5 4 n 
r n 3 5 
: n f : 


. 


eee * * TE 


"IF 
Wren i in-182 Days, or half a Year, will a- 
mount to 477,750 1. which is confidergbly more 
than our National Debt. 
Bur, leſt by the univerſal Poverty of our Peo- 

ple, which is much to be fear d, or by their 

rowing more virtuous, which neyer can be rea- 
Lonabh apprehended, this daily Income ſhould 
fall ſhort of what we have computed, I muſt 
humbly beg leave to offer ſome other Improve- 
ments of this Scheme, which will undoubtedly 
an{wer all Deficiencies... 
Ann for this Purpoſe, what gs a ſeyere Tax 


was laid on all manner of Perſons. who preſum d 


to Marry till they were full 40 Years old. If a- 
ny ſhould prove E ool-hardy. enough to tranſ- 
15 a Law fo calculated for t + Happineſs of 
Wen each Offence would be of nal Benefit 
to the Publick; and if e it ſhould 
prove an effectual Reſtraint, there muſt of ne- 
oel be fewer Children in each Family, and 
9 the Number of, Beggars and 
Wrenhed? in this Kingdom, muſt proportiona- 
bly Decreaſe. And what wou d ſtill be more 
matexial, perhaps, in one Age, if this beneficial 
A& ſhould be continued, the greateſt Part of 
this Country would require to Po new Peopled 
from Ed; a Circumſtance greatly. to be 
wiſh'd ; becauſe ſuch an Accident wou'd proba- 
bly cure that Nation of its inyeterate Antipathy 
| | to 


(14) 


< 


_— 


; n 33 Wy 1 . 
to che Inhabitants of chis, at leaſt for ſome Ge- 
nerations. . © 3 . 


As for the Scheme to tax Batchelors, which 


Has lately been propos d to the Houſe, by one 


of its Honourable Members, I muſt beg leave 
to think it highly improper; becauſe Batchelors 
of all Ranks and Degfess, are real Benefactors 
to the Publick, by not furniſhing it elther with 


8 or Oppreſſors of Beggars, one of which 
muſt | 


infafibly be the Confequence of Marriage 
in this Country. 5 © | 


I wov Lb alſo earne | fly requeſt, that all young 
Clergyntth, who, with mote Paſſion than Pru- 


dence, fhall dare to Marty hefore they are bene- 
fic d, may be fible to a moſt ſevere Tax, equal 
to a Prokibitioh; beckuly 


, > Real 
'Trzsr, and many othet Expedients, might 
eafily be found upon any Emergency to furnifſi 


confiderable Sums for the National Debt. 


Bor as thete will remain about 177;7501. 
over and above our Publick Debt, I will allow 
one hundred thoufand Pounds of it for Saltaries, - 
to ſuck Perfons as ſhall be appointed Collectors, 


and T hope this will be a reafonable Provifion, 
tho' generally above one halt of every Tax is 
expended in paying proper Officers to collect it. 
The Overplus may be depofited in the Treaſu- 
ry for any other pious Uſe. . 

| ND 


YR decauſe ſuch Offenders muft 
inevitably multiply Beggars, live in Contempt, 
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Axp if this Scheme Thou'd be ſo fortunate 
as to ſucceed, as I have no Reaſon to doubt, 
from the preſent Diſpoſition: of the H----- of 
C—3, all thoſe Noblemen who ſhall be ap- 
pointed Commiſſioners, will have excellent Op- 
portunities of promoting their Nephews, Cou- 


fins, Footmen, Fofterers, Valets, and other va- 


luable Dependents to goad Incomes, and Places 


Of Truſt and Credit. But I wou'd, by all Means, 


have none but En liſomen nominated to be Tax- | 


gatherers; becauſe we may rationally ſuppoſe, . 
that they will be entirely free from Prejudice, 
in favour. of the Natives of this Kingdom. 
Tnus wou'd a moderate Tax upon our Vices . 
apparently contribure'ro frre this Nation from 
utter Ruin. Many Perſons who have not the 


| leaſt Excule for their Irfegularities at preſent 


(except the commendable Publick-ſpirited Con- 
tempt for Religion) might then plead in their 


oven Defence, that their Tmmoralities had pre- 


ſerv'd their Country. And by this Means we 
might be furniſh'd with a Multitude of Patriots, 
who probably wou'd never prove ſo in any 


other reſpect. 


Bur I muſt humbly beg leave to diſſent ftom 


. that religious Gentleman, the admired Author 


Li 


of the Fable of the Bees; tho', perhaps, ſuch 4 
Particularity of Opinion may injure my Chara- 
cer with ſeveral of my Lay-brethren of moſt 


4 


eos ; and 


can 


be no. pt 


CK) 
myſt. publickly declare, that 
& Method, half ſo good as 


to male Private Vices. Pullick Beue- 
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